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Women’s coach Tia Jackson discusses the gameplan during a game last season.
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Sophomore guard Venoy Overton draws a foul from Cleveland State’s Cedric Jackson during a game last season.

Abdul Gaddy doesn’t remember 
when exactly he first held a 
basketball, but he knows it was his 
grandmother who first put one in his 
hands when he was young.

Since then, the stand-out 
freshman recruit from Bellarmine 
Prep has impressed at every level, 
and now, it will be UW head coach 
Lorenzo Romar who will be putting 
the ball — and the game — in 
Gaddy’s hands, as he begins his 
college career with the Huskies.

“We watched him play many, 
many times, and in any situation, 
he just had the poise about him and 
just that way about him that he’s just 
always in control,” Romar said. “It 
doesn’t matter where Abdul Gaddy 
plays; he’s going to be able to run a 
team and bring a calm to the storm. 
That’s what he does.”

And that’s what he’ll be doing 
as the 2009-2010 basketball season 
begins with an exhibition game 
against Central Washington tonight.

It’s not just that Romar is 
confident in Gaddy’s abilities. He’s 
adamant that Gaddy will be able to 
be a leader in a five-man line-up 
that will mostly be filled with players 
older than he is.

And, while Gaddy won’t start 
tomorrow, Romar said he still 
considers the freshman guard as 
filling a starter’s role — along with 
Venoy Overton and Isaiah Thomas, 
the two guys who will start at the 
guard spots.

“In high school, I had to learn 
how to be a leader,” Gaddy said. 

“When I first got here, [Romar] had 
a long talk with me: ‘Even though 
you’re only 17 years old and you’re 
out on the court with the 20-year-
olds and the 22-year-olds, you’ve got 
to keep your leadership qualities.’”

Leadership qualities that involve 
making passes to the right people in 
the right places and situations, but 
also being able to keep the team calm 
in pressing situations.

That will be key for the freshman, 
as he tries to balance among key 
scorers like sophomore Thomas 
and senior Quincy Pondexter while 
managing games against some of the 
best competitors in the Pac-10.

That might be a lot to ask of any 
senior, let alone a freshman.

But senior Pondexter believes 
Gaddy is the right man to lead the 
Huskies on the court this season, as 
they try to repeat as Pac-10 champions 
and make the NCAA Tournament for 
the second straight year.

“Playing with [Gaddy] in the 
summertime and now early in the 
year, I figured out [about Gaddy’s 
leadership abilities],” Pondexter said. 
“Because when I was playing with 
him, the thing that he would say to 
everyone was, ‘I’m a point guard. Get 
open; I’ll find you.’ And not many 
people have that attitude, so for him 
to take it upon himself to do that is 
just a great asset to have.”

Huskies to maintain 
quickness on court

How Gaddy and the rest of the 
Huskies work together on the court 
will be part of what Romar will look 
for against Central tonight.

Part of Romar’s strategy in the 
past — including in last year’s team 
— has been to run the ball up and 
down the court with sometimes 
relentless speed. And this year is no 
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Quicker Huskies 
ready for first 
exhibition game

After winning just eight games and 
finishing in last in the Pac-10 in 2008, 
there’s a simple motto that Washington 
women’s basketball coach Tia Jackson 
and her players are preaching this year: 
bigger and better.

“This team, this year, has really 
taken on the approach of expecting 
bigger and better,” said Jackson, who 
enters her third year at the helm. “We 
have continued to instill in our minds 
that this is a new year and a new team.”

At yesterday’s media day, Jackson 
and the UW players were upbeat and 
optimistic that the past is behind 
them, and they are ready to move 
on from their disappointing finish 
last year. With 12 returning veterans 
and the addition of transfer center 
Regina Rogers, there’s a certain 
feeling that this season won’t be the 
disappointment that 2008 was. 

The Pac-10 preseason poll begs to 
differ. The Huskies are projected to 
finish last in the conference 
again, something that coaches 

and players both disagree with. 
“For the most part, being projected 

to finish 10th in the Pac-10 is not 
really indicative of what’s going to be 
displayed this year,” Jackson said. 

Senior Sami Whitcomb, who led 
the team last year with 12.8 points per 
game, also believes the projections 
aren’t in line with the current mind-set 
of the team. While realizing that the 
team can’t possibly be predicted to do 
any better than they did last year after 
last season’s efforts, she reinforced the 
idea of bigger and better. 

“I think our team is a lot more 
focused on our expectations versus 
the expectations of others,” she said. 
“Our focus is that this year is bigger 
and better for us. While others may not 
know how capable we are, we believe in 
that, and that’s really all that matters.”

One addition that may make the 
Huskies a contender this year is 6-foot-
3 transfer Regina Rogers. A graduate 
of Chief Sealth High School in Seattle, 
Rogers spent the 2007 season at 
UCLA, averaging 6.3 points and 4.6 
rebounds. After sitting out last season 
due to NCAA transfer rules, Rogers is 
ready to make an impact as a Husky.

“The coaches and the team 
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UW women hoping for bigger and better in ‘09-10
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