
12

It isn’t an ordinary weekend for the No. 4 
Washington volleyball team. 

For one, Saturday’s match is UW-KJR 
Dads & Daughters day, and participants 
can meet and talk with the Husky volleyball 
players and staff after the game. Also, the 
Husky marketing department has coined the 
match “Pack the House with Purple” in an 
attempt to purple-out the arena. Finally, the 
Huskies only play one game this weekend, 
opposed to the normal two matches.

And yet perhaps the biggest part of 
the weekend is the opponent visiting the 
UW Saturday at 7 p.m.: cross-state rival 
Washington State (17-10, 5-10).

On Oct. 23, the Huskies went into Pullman 
not having lost in 12 matches to WSU. But 
behind a rowdy Cougar crowd, WSU prevailed 
on its home court, handing the Huskies just 
their second loss of the season. 

The rivalry returns to Seattle tomorrow 
night in a pivotal Pac-10 matchup for the 
UW (21-4, 11-4 Pac-10). After defeating 
No. 6 UCLA last Saturday, the Huskies find 
themselves in a two-way tie for first place atop 
the Pac-10 with Stanford, with UCLA trailing 
by just a half-game. If the Huskies win their 
final three matches, which are all at home, 
they will claim a share of the Pac-10 title. 

The UW hasn’t won the conference since 
2005 and has been the runner-up to three-time 

Pac-10 champion Stanford for three consecutive 
years. This year, winning the conference has 
been a goal from the very beginning. 

“It’s been a goal from day one, but we 
haven’t ever talked about it,” head coach 
Jim McLaughlin said. “The key is, we keep 
improving every single day and the girls are 
doing that. [Winning a Pac-10 title] is always 
a goal here at Washington.” 

Last weekend started off slow but ended 
well for the UW. An upset-loss to No. 17 USC 
last Friday was a cause for concern, but any 
worries were quickly put away after the Huskies 
rebounded by sweeping UCLA Sunday. 

“The UCLA win was big and definitely a 
character-building thing for us,” said junior 
Kindra Carlson, who had a double-double 
against the Bruins with 18 kills and 11 digs. 
“The way we responded was really good. We 
just need to continue to grow, and the best 
way to protect a win is getting another win.”

McLaughlin was impressed with his 
players’ ability to rebound from their loss 
at USC a day before the UCLA match. The 
preparation leading to UCLA was focused, 
and it showed on the court.

“[The UCLA match] was the first time 
for an extended period of time that the 
preparation and the execution clicked,” 
McLaughlin said. “You’re just hoping that 
sometime in November it clicks, and now we 
have to maintain that.”

Regardless of record, conference standing, 
or the loss at WSU earlier this year, the 
simple fact is that tomorrow’s match is a 
rivalry game that has the players excited to 
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“It’s Wazzu, and I think if you 
don’t [get pumped], then there’s 

something wrong with you. It’s 
always a good match.”
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john mclellan / the dailyJenna Hagglund and Bianca Rowland miss a block in a game against Cal earlier this month.

Washington State setter Renee Bordelon puts up a ball for middle blocker Brittany Tillman in Washington’s 
3-1 loss to WSU last month.

Trying to
get even

— tamari miyashiro, UW senior libero 
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Friday
Men’s Tennis at the 
Nordstrom Fall Open
Nordstrom Tennis 
Center, 9:30 a.m. 

Men’s Basketball vs. 
San Jose State
Hec Edmundson 
Pavilion, 8 p.m. 

Saturday 
Men’s Tennis at the 
Nordstrom Fall Open
Nordstrom Tennis 
Center, 8 a.m. 

Volleyball vs. 
Washington State
Hec Edmundson 
Pavilion, 7 p.m. 

Sunday 
Men’s Tennis at the 
Nordstrom Fall Open
Nordstrom Tennis 
Center
Noon
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