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Guard Sami Whitcomb attempts to drive past Sacramento State guard
Jasmine Cannady during yesterday’s game against the Hornets.
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Late 3s don’t fall for Huskies in close loss

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

UW SPLITS WEEKEND GAMES

BY TAYLOR SOPER | The Daily

For the Washington women’s basketball
team, it was almost a case of déja vu
yesterday afternoon at Hec Edmundson
Pavilion.

Two weeks after the UW came back

from a late 9-point deficit to defeat BYU

at home, the Huskies found themselves
down again yesterday, this time trailing
Sacramento State by 3 points with just
eight seconds to play.

But two good 3-point looks from
sophomore Kristi Kingma and senior
Sara Mosiman rattled off the rim, and the

Huskies lost 74-71 to fall to 2-3 this season.

“We got two very good looks at
the end of the game,” head coach Tia
Jackson said. “T just wanted it so bad for
them. This is a tough one to swallow”
Down by 10 with just less than three
minutes to play, Kingma found her

touch. Two free throws from senior Sami

Whitcomb and two consecutive 3-point

shots by Kingma cut the lead to four, and
a lay-up by Mosiman made it 73-71 with

just 30 seconds to play.

A Sacramento State free throw
increased its lead to 74-71 and gave one
last hope to the 2,249 in attendance.
With five seconds to play, Kingma had
a great look at the top of the arc, but
missed. Whitcomb, who finished with a
game-high 21 points, pulled down the

offensive board and found a wide-open
Mosiman on the left wing.

“Sami made it happen,” Mosiman
said of the last play. “It felt really
good, [but] it just didn’t fall. It was a
heartbreaker”

Sophomore Regina Rogers was once
again a force down-low, both with and
without the ball. Rogers finished with 13
points and nine rebounds in 21 minutes
of play. She was constantly double and

“Cwe got two very
good looks at the
end of the game.

I just wanted it so
bad for them. This
is a tough one to
swallow.”

— TIA JACKSON
UW head women’s basketball coach

triple-teamed the entire game, which
opened up shots for the guards.

“We wanted to use her as a decoy,’
Jackson said. “That’s when [the shooting
guards] found their rhythm”

The UW only led twice, as
the Huskies had trouble stopping
Sacramento State from behind the arc.

The Hornets made 11 3-point shots,
with Hornet forward Erika Edwards
making five of them. Edwards made two
consecutive 3-point shots from the left
corner to extend the Hornet lead to eight
with about four minutes to play, making
it difficult for the Huskies to come back.

“The game plan was to slow the
penetration, but not to commit to the
dribbler;” Jackson said of defending the
Hornet 3-point shooting. “It’s a tough
pill to swallow when you work that hard
on defense.”

Despite the loss, players were still
content with the way the team battled
back at the end of the game. The Huskies
don’t think that last year’s squad would
have been in a position to win or tie
yesterday’s game.

“I'm proud of how we fought back,”
said Kingma, who finished with 12
points. “I think last year’s team or
maybe even a team earlier this year
would have given up, but we really
fought until the end”

The Huskies finished this weekend’s
Husky Classic at 1-1. They upended
Eastern Washington Friday 64-46, as
Rogers was productive again with a
team-high 12 points and eight rebounds.

Yesterday’s game marked the last time
the UW will play in Hec Ed until Jan. 7.
They’ll pack their bags for a seven-game
road trip that starts with a matchup
this Friday with the University of South
Florida and ends Jan. 3 at Oregon State.

Reach reporter Taylor Soper at sports@
dailyuw.com.

Huskies shake off poor first half to hold off Miontana

MEN’S BASKETBALL

THOMAS COMES ALIVE IN
SECOND HALF

BY CHRISTIAN CAPLE | The Daily

Plagued by a poor shooting night and
a tight Montana zone, the Washington
men’s basketball team played its worst
game of the season and almost had to
learn a tough non-conference lesson
last night at Hec Edmundson Pavilion.

But the Huskies are defending Pac-
10 champions for a reason.

They finally showed why in the
second half, using a frantic 27-10 run
to eventually walk away unscathed
with a 63-59 win over a tough Grizzlies
team in front of 8,515.

Not pleased with how his team
played, head coach Lorenzo Romar still
insisted a game like this isn’t all bad.

“I wouldn’t trade the way this
game went for anything,” Romar said,
“because it’s going to prepare us for
down the road”

That’s also true of the way the
Huskies were defended all night.
Montana seemed to have the Huskies
figured out: play a zone, pack the
middle, and don’t let Quincy Pondexter
or Isaiah Thomas slash to the rim.

It worked. Pondexter didn’t score
before halftime, and Thomas had just

two. The Grizzlies' zone forced UW to
take 11 three-pointers, the weakest part
of the Huskies offensive game. They
made just three of them.

“I think we had some pretty good
looks,” Romar said. “We missed a
number of lay-ups and some wide-
open shots”

Washington shot only 24.2
percent in the first half, struggling
to a 29-24 halftime deficit and going
nearly nine minutes without a field
goal at one point.

“We didn’t make shots,” Thomas
said. “They weren’t doing anything we
haven't seen.”

Montana made shots. They looked
solid. The Huskies looked asleep.

“It was more a tribute to Montana’s
defense and the schemes they were
playing,” said Pondexter, who finished
with just seven points. “We have to get
a lot better to live to our expectations
of this year”

But the Grizzlies could only hold
the Huskies down for so long — and
it did take so long. Washington finally
took the lead on a driving floater
by Venoy Overton, who didn't start
because he was 30 minutes late to the
shoot around, with 9:07 left in the
game, capping a 20-6 run that spanned
more than five minutes.

That run started with the UW
trailing 38-26, looking nearly dead in

the water after starting the second half
with just one field goal in five minutes.

“Man, we can’t give this one up,”
Thomas said, when asked for his
thoughts when the UW trailed by
10. “We've got to fight, do whatever
we can. We can’t give up a game like
this one”

They mounted their comeback on
the defensive end, getting in passing
lanes and disrupting a Montana
offense that cooled considerably and
shot only 39.3 percent in the second
half. The Grizzlies also turned the ball
over 19 times.

“Coach just said it starts on the
defensive end,” Thomas said. “It all
started when we started getting steals,
rebounds, deflections”

And after Montana came back to
take a 57-55 lead with 2:43 to go, it was
senior captain Pondexter who put the
Huskies back up. After Thomas missed
a three-pointer, Pondexter snagged the
rebound, went back up, drew a foul,
and made the basket. He sank the free
throw to put UW back up by one.

After a Grizzlies turnover, Elston
Turner sank a 16-footer to give the
Huskies a 60-57 lead.

Then, with UW (5-0) leading 62-59,
Overton made the best play by a Husky
all night, blocking Anthony Johnson’s
three-point attempt at the top of the
key, recovering the rebound with 4.1
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Sophomore guard Isaiah Thomas goes up for two in Washington’s 63-59 win
against Montana Sunday. Thomas led Washington with 13 points.

seconds left and making one of two
free throws to ice UW’s diciest victory
of the year.

“When you're not doing anything
on offense, it starts on the defensive
end,” said Thomas, who led the UW

with 13 points. “We tried to do it,
and we did a better job of it in the
second half”

Reach Sports Editor Christian Caple at
sports@dailyuw.com.
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Continues from Page 12

WSU never close to
scoring

scored on their next possession, Jake
Locker finding Jermaine Kearse from
50 yards out to give UW a 10-0 lead,

with 12:41 left in the first half.

The Huskies (4-7, 3-5 Pac-10) took
a13-0 lead into halftime, scored on
their first possession of the second
half and never looked back. A huge

third quarter got the UW’s offense in
rhythm, which allowed Chris Polk

to run for 130 yards and eclipse the
1,000-yard mark for the season. He’s
the first freshman in school history to
reach that mark.

Polk’s emergence is just one reason
why the Huskies seemed to have
separated themselves by miles from
the Cougars this year. There were no
similarities between this year’s team
and last year’s 0-12 UW team that
lost to a WSU squad that many had
deemed as the worst in the country.
Locker also made sure of that,

completing 16 of 28 passes for 196
yards, and also running the ball 10
times for 94 yards.

Given the chance at revenge
against another weak Cougar team,
the Huskies simply dominated.

“Day and night,” UW linebacker
Donald Butler said, when asked how
much things have changed. “With
the new coaching staff and players
really buying into what these coaches
have shown us these last weeks ...
We haven’t won as many games as
we expected, but we're still out there
fighting and going at it every game.”

WSU seemed to roll over
after falling behind 20-0. With
quarterbacks Kevin Lopina and
Marshall Lobbestael both exiting the
game due to injury — Lobbestael
returned after halftime and finished
the game — it was obvious that the
Cougars weren't going to get anything
going through the air.

They couldn’t run the ball, either.
Dwight Tardy finished with 37 yards
on 14 carries, and WSU finished with
just 47 rushing yards as a team.

Forgotten was how weak the UW’s
defense has been this season. No

thought that the Cougars could score
ever really existed.

“We haven’t come out like that all
year,; UW linebacker Cort Dennison
said. “I thought we had our best week
of practice this whole year this week
... to come out and hit them in the
mouth like we did, I haven’t seen that
this whole year from us”

For a team seemingly headed in
the right direction, revenge has never
come easier.

Reach Sports Editor Christian Caple at
sports@dailyuw.com.
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Huskies not fooled
by odd signals

“I think just the whole group effort
was good. We gang tackled really

well,” Holt said. “I think it was just
an overall effort. There weren’t a lot
of missed tackles and that’s what 'm
most pleased with. It was a nice, clean,
hard-hitting game, and I think we can
build on that”

Stopping Dwight Tardy and the
WSU running game was priority No.
1 for the defense. Tardy had a few
decent runs, but for the majority of the

game, the UW shut him down. He only
picked up 37 yards on the ground and
averaged 2.6 yards per carry.

“We really respected [Tardy],
and we thought going in that he was
a good football player,” Holt said.
“When it came down to do it, we had
to stop the run, which we did for the
most part”

MIXED SIGNALS

Husky fans may have noticed an
odd pre-play routine by WSU. On
nearly every play, the Cougar offense
would line up, get a look at the Husky
defensive scheme, and then look back
toward the coaches for adjustments.
The Huskies ended up using it to their
advantage by disguising the defense
on the first impression.

“I thought our guys did a really
good job of disguising and trying to
hold our looks,” Holt said. “I don’t
know if it confused them or not, but I
think the safeties particularly and the
outside backers did a good job with
their disguises.”

Reach reporter Taylor Soper at sports@
dailyuw.com.
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Washington players reach out to touch the Apple Cup following Washington’s 30-0 victory against Washington State Saturday at Husky Stadium.

FOOTBALL

POLK PASSES 1,000-YARD
MARK IN WIN

BY CHRISTIAN CAPLE | The Daily

As if they weren’t well enough
acquainted with what happened in
Pullman last season, the UW football
team was forced to watch videos of
Washington State’s 2008 Apple Cup-
winning field goal in the days leading
up to Saturday’s game against their
cross-state rivals.

SHUTOUT

Huskies abuse Cougars in Apple Cup blowout

Over. And over. At the end of
every meeting, all week.

“That really got under everybody’s
skin from last year, and to have to see
it over and over for the last five days
was nerve-wracking,” UW defensive
end Darrion Jones said. “Last night in
the meeting, coach Sark played it and
everybody was like, ‘will you please
stop playing this?” Nobody wanted to
see that again”

This time, it was the Cougars

whose futility seemed stuck on repeat.

Washington showed just how wide
the talent gap really is between the

two struggling programs, recording
an unlikely shutout Saturday while
taking back the Apple Cup trophy in a
30-0 throttling in front of a crowd of
68,697 at Husky Stadium.

It was the first shutout of any kind
for the Huskies since 1997, and the
first in the Apple Cup since 1964.

And for the first time since 2006,
the Huskies were the ones hoisting
the trophy on the field afterward.

“Hopefully, they can all go
something like this,” said UW head
coach Steve Sarkisian after his first
Apple Cup game.

If they do, there likely won’t
be much intrigue to any of them.
Rated at or near the bottom in
almost every major Pac-10 statistical
category, the Cougars (1-11, 0-9
Pac-10) proved early and often why
they opened this week as 26-point
underdogs.

They managed only three first
downs in the second half, failed to
move the ball past midfield in that
stretch, and never really threatened
to prevent their only shutout of the
season. WSU’s 163 yards of total
offense are easily the least the Huskies

have allowed this season.

“Shutouts at any level are very
prideful to a defensive football team,”
Sarkisian said. “And I know our guys
took a lot of pride in this one tonight.”

Washington's offense wasn’t exactly
unstoppable, but it did enough for the
game to be over relatively early.

After punting on their first two
drives, the Huskies took the lead
with a field goal that was set up by
a Mason Foster interception. They

SEE FOOTBALL ON PAGE 11
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Pride fuels first Apple Cup shutout since 1964

TAYLOR SOPER | The Daily

It hadn't happened in
45 years.

Lyndon B.
Johnson was
president and
Muhammad Ali
was crowned
the heavyweight

champion of the world when the
Washington football team shut out
Washington State in the 1964 Apple
Cup, the last time the Huskies had
done so in the series.

Even though WSU doesn't
exactly have an all-star offensive
unit, Saturday’s 30-0 blanking of
the Cougars was a testament to
a determined Husky defensive

performance. The Huskies held WSU
to just 163 yards of total offense and
never let the Cougars inside the
Huskies’ 33-yard line.

The defense was good, not
only in the first three quarters, but
throughout the fourth quarter as well.
When they could have told themselves
that the game was all but over, the
Husky defense maintained the same

intensity that was apparent through
the first three quarters.

“There was just a lot of pride,”
said linebacker Mason Foster, who
led the team with 10 tackles and an
interception. “We can’t go to a bowl
game, but we still have a lot to play
for. We got to show the country and
show everyone else what we can do
and how we're going to finish the

season out.”

Nick Holt, the defensive
coordinator, didn’t see anyone
that stood out Saturday, but rather
said it was a group effort. His
defense forced seven punts and
had five sacks in perhaps its best
performance of the season.

SEE NOTEBOOK ON PAGE 11



