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The UW’s football program truly is 
exceptional. For UW fans, however, 
it’s in the worst possible way.

Never has a program fallen 
so far, so fast as the Huskies. 
The UW football program has 
15 Pac-10 titles, seven Rose 
Bowl victories and makes 
claims for four national titles. 
It ranks 20th in the nation as 
far as winning percentage and 21st in victories. 

In 2001, the program was the third-best in the 
nation, went 11-1 and was crowned Rose Bowl 
champions. In 2008, the Huskies were dunked 
in the Toilet Bowl, capping the program’s only 
winless season with a humiliating defeat to WSU 
in what was justly christened the Crapple Cup. 

There are many possible causes for this 
meteoric decline, starting with the resignation 
of Don James after Barbara Hedges went all 
Benedict Arnold. But Miami underwent similar 
restrictions during the same era and has re-
emerged as a national powerhouse. The worst 
season they endured since their sanctions were 

imposed in 1995 was a 5-7 2007 campaign.
Rick Neuheisel’s controversial dismissal 

in 2003 might have been part of the problem, 
but, again, many programs have gone through 
similar travails, including WSU’s loss of Mike 
Price prior to the 2003 season. In fact, Wazzu 
is the closest rival the UW has in the Hinden 
Bowl (my title for the program with the most 
notable crash and burn). WSU went 10-2 in 
2001, ending the season ranked 10th in the 
nation after a victory in the Sun Bowl. This 
year’s Cougars are making a strong case for the 
title of “Worst FBS Team Ever.” 

This column isn’t about dwelling on the past 
nor an apologist intervention explaining the 
program‘s decline. Neither is it about lauding 
the Huskies for their exciting and tantalizing 
2009 performance. My concern is for the future 
of the program and what steps need to be taken 
to ensure that the UW regains its status as an 

elite football program.
There’s more at stake than pride. UW football 

helps to fund almost every other sport on campus 
with the exception of men’s basketball. Before 
the sanctions of 1993, UW football — and by 
extension the athletic department — was flush 
with money. Cutting its prestigious swimming 
programs would have seemed absurd. Last year, 
it became a harsh reality. Regaining national 
prominence and an almost-annual bowl 
invitation will ensure no other athletes have to 
endure this tragedy.

It’s easy for me to imagine the UW as a 
nationally relevant team. I was born and raised 
in Seattle where I was steeped in the Husky 
tradition. For recruits, especially out-of-state 
recruits, that’s not the case anymore. 

The last time the UW was relevant was 2001. 
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It probably wasn’t the stat line Abdul Gaddy 
envisioned he’d have in his first college start: zero 
points with two assists in 17 minutes of floor time.

Not that his teammates fared much better in 
Sunday’s 63-59 win over Montana. The Huskies 
made just 20 of 65 shots as a team, stymied 
throughout by Montana’s zone defense. Even 
leading scorers Isaiah Thomas and Quincy 

Pondexter were held to season lows.
But the ongoing shooting struggles of the 

17-year-old Gaddy, compounded by an 0-for-4 
shooting performance Sunday, are becoming cause 
for concern. Gaddy has made just eight of 29 shots, 
or 27.6 percent, and one of 10 3-pointers he’s 
attempted.

“I shoot every day after practice,” Gaddy said 
before practice Tuesday. “And they all look good in 
the game. They just aren’t going down.”

Considered one of the top prospects in the 
nation at his position, Gaddy didn’t seem to have 
much difficulty scoring as a senior at Tacoma’s 
Bellarmine Prep, averaging 25.3 points per game.

But even in high school, Gaddy admits there 
were times when he couldn’t find his stroke.

“I just came back in another game and hit 
four or five in a row,” he said. “Sometimes it just 
happens that way with me. I’m not really surprised 
by it. I just have to come back and shoot with 
confidence.”

And the same message is being relayed right 
back to Gaddy by teammates, some of whom have 

men’s basketball

freshman’s shots not falling
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See m. b-ball on page 9    

Gaddy 
still trying 
to find 
shooting 
stroke
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Abdul Gaddy defends against Montana’s Will Cherry in Washington’s 63-59 win against Montana Sunday.

“I shoot everyday after 
practice. And they 
all look good in the 
game. They just aren’t 
going down.”

— abdul gaddy
UW freshman guard

See gussin on page 8


