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The UW women hit rock bottom 
two weeks ago against the Bay Area 
schools and stayed there last week 
against the Oregon schools.

But in their most recent loss to 
Oregon State, they showed signs of a 
change for the better.

After losing three straight games by 
more than 20 points, Washington (5-
10, 1-4 Pac-10) resurrected itself in the 
second half against the Beavers. Things 
may finally be looking up for the 
Dawgs when they face off against 

USC tonight in Los Angeles, Calif.
“For some reason, we haven’t quite 

put two halves together yet,” UW coach 
Tia Jackson told reporters. “[We’re] 
definitely anticipating that happening 
when we go down to face the L.A. 
schools.”

Junior guard Sami Whitcomb 
believes the recognition of that 
problem is a good thing.

“We played a solid second half 
against Oregon State and I think that 
that is a good first step in the right 
direction,” Whitcomb said.

The Huskies’ struggles may be 
partially due to injuries, but Whitcomb 
doesn’t think that should be an excuse.

“It certainly posed some problems 
for us in terms of having to play some 
young people that maybe wouldn’t 

Players from last season’s bounti-
ful Pac-10 freshman class had their 
way with Washington on more than 
one occasion.

Today, the first-place Huskies will 
get their first crack against this year’s 
version of USC’s first-year phenom.

Gone is O.J. Mayo. But potential 
one-and-done lottery pick Demar 
DeRozan is starting to emerge as a 
reasonable replacement for the de-
parted Mayo, who is now averaging 
19.3 points per game for the Memphis 
Grizzlies.

“[DeRozan] is playing with a lot 
of confidence right now,” UW head 
coach Lorenzo Romar said. “He is im-
mensely talented, that’s for sure.”

Even without Mayo, the Tro-
jans’ returning backcourt tandem 
of Dwight Lewis and Daniel Hack-
ett may prove troublesome for UW’s 
smaller guards.

Some may recall Lewis, who 
stands at 6-foot-5, shutting down UW 
marksman Ryan Appleby in both of 
last year’s meetings. Washington lost 

the contests by 14 and 15 points, re-
spectively.

Whether that will prove a prob-
lem for the Huskies’ starting guards 
— Isaiah Thomas, who is just 5-foot-
8, and the 5-foot-11 Justin Dentmon 
— may be a deciding factor as to who 
controls the game’s tempo.

“First of all, they’re good play-
ers,” Romar said of Hackett and Taj 
Gibson, emphasizing the defensive 
challenge they pose. “No doubt about 
that. When you go up against them, 
we know we’re going to have to find 
a way to score. I think that’s the big-
gest issue.”

Lewis, USC’s leading scorer, is 
questionable for today with a sprained 
ankle. But he told reporters in Los 
Angeles Tuesday that he expects to be 
100 percent by tip-off.
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THURSDAY sports ticker: What to watch TONIGHT

Men’s basketball:
8 p.m. - UW vs. USC – Hec Edmundson Pavilion

Women’s basketball:
7 p.m. - UW at USC – Los Angeles, Calif. - Radio: 1150 KKNW

Quincy Pondexter plays against Morgan State during the Dec. 30 81-67 win.Harry the Husky cheers with students in the Dawg Pack Jan. 10.

UW’s Sami Whitcomb goes up against OSU during Saturday’s 69-55 loss.
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